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2014 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    GAMING 

 Senator Richter, Chair 

 Senator Sachs, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Monday, December 9, 2013 

TIME: 1:00 —3:00 p.m. 
PLACE: Toni Jennings Committee Room, 110 Senate Office Building 

MEMBERS: Senator Richter, Chair; Senator Sachs, Vice Chair; Senators Benacquisto, Braynon, Clemens, Dean, 
Galvano, Gardiner, Latvala, Lee, Margolis, Montford, and Thrasher 

 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
 
 

 
Review of workshop records and public comments submitted to the Committee on Gaming 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
Public testimony and industry perspectives regarding two-part "Florida Gambling Impact 
Study" 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
To be listed on the agenda, make request to speak at 
http://www.flsenate.gov/topics/gaming on or before Friday, December 6, 2013 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Other related meeting documents 
 
 

 
 
 

 



The Florida Senate 
Committee on Gaming 
Senator Richter, Chair 

Senator Sachs, Vice Chair 
 

MEETING DATE:    Monday, December 9, 2013 
TIME: 1:00 — 3:00 p.m. 

PLACE: Toni Jennings Committee Room, 110 Senate Office Building 
 
MEMBERS: Senator Richter, Chair; Senator Sachs, Vice Chair; Senators Benacquisto, Braynon, Clemens, 
Dean, Galvano, Gardiner, Latvala, Lee, Margolis, Montford, and Thrasher  
 
Remarks by Professional Committee Staff: 
Review of workshop records and public comments accessible from the Gaming Committee 

webpage (http://www.flsenate.gov/Committees/Show/GM). 

Date Workshop/Meeting Duration Speakers Handouts Comments 

7-Oct-13 Spectrum Gaming Group Testimony  2:56 6 0 0 

23-Oct-13 Coconut Creek workshop 3:10 77 6 17 

30-Oct-13 Lakeland workshop 2:43 59 4 7 

4-Nov-13 Tallahassee committee meeting  1:59 13 1 0 

14-Nov-13 Pensacola workshop 2:12 36 4 10 

15-Nov-13 Jacksonville workshop 2:18 49 4 6 

Handouts and comments submitted at workshops are included in respective meeting packets. 

Other resources accessible from the Gaming Committee webpage include: 

 Gambling Impact Study (Spectrum Gaming Group, October 28, 2013) 

 Online comments to Committee on Gaming (October 10—December 6, 2013) 

 Mail or email comments to Committee on Gaming (September 27—December 6, 2013) 

 

PLEASE NOTE: When commenting about contents in the Gambling Impact Study please refer to page 
numbers at the top of each page (numbered consecutively across the multiple parts of the report). 

 

Remarks by Public and Industry Representatives 

1. Fred Guzman (Daytona Beach Kennel Club, Daytona Beach) 

2. Jack Cory (Florida Greyhound Association, Tallahassee) 

3. Beverly Sebastian (National Greyhound Foundation Inc., Homosassa) 

4. Michael McDaniel (Department Adjutant, American Legion of Florida, Clermont) 

5. Arthur Schwabe (Department Commander, American Legion of Florida, Orlando) 

6. Michael Yormark (President & CEO, Sunrise Sports & Entertainment and Florida Panthers NHL 

Hockey Team, Sunrise) 

7. Robert Boughner (Executive Vice President and Chief Business Development Officer, Boyd 

Gaming Corporation, Las Vegas, NV) 

8. Terry Terril (It’s About Gambling, Land O’ Lakes) 

 

Note: Others wishing to speak may attend the workshop and fill out appearance cards onsite. 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Committees/Show/GM
http://www.flsenate.gov/Committees/Show/GM/MeetingPacket/2348
http://www.flsenate.gov/media/videoplayer?EventID=2443575804_2013101040
http://www.flsenate.gov/Committees/Show/GM/MeetingPacket/2353
http://www.flsenate.gov/media/videoplayer?EventID=2443575804_2013101173
http://www.flsenate.gov/Committees/Show/GM/MeetingPacket/2354
http://www.flsenate.gov/media/videoplayer?EventID=2443575804_2013101229
http://www.flsenate.gov/Committees/Show/GM/MeetingPacket/2377
http://www.flsenate.gov/media/videoplayer?EventID=2443575804_2013111002
http://www.flsenate.gov/Committees/Show/GM/MeetingPacket/2355
http://www.flsenate.gov/media/videoplayer?EventID=2443575804_2013111096
http://www.flsenate.gov/Committees/Show/GM/MeetingPacket/2356
http://www.flsenate.gov/media/videoplayer?EventID=2443575804_2013111099
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/GamingStudy/docs/FGIS_Spectrum_28Oct2013.pdf
http://www.flsenate.gov/PublishedContent/Committees/2012-2014/GM/Links/20131206_GM_Comments_Online.pdf
http://www.flsenate.gov/PublishedContent/Committees/2012-2014/GM/Links/20131206_GM_Comments_OtherThanOnline.pdf
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/GamingStudy/docs/FGIS_Spectrum_28Oct2013.pdf


Senate Committee on Gaming
Monday, December 9, 2013, 1:00 — 3:00 PM

Toni Jennings Committee Room, 110 Senate Office Building
Tallahassee, Florida

http://www.flsenate.gov/topics/gaming



http://www.flsenate.gov/topics/gaming



Date Workshop/Meeting Duration Speakers Handouts Comments

7-Oct-13 Spectrum Gaming Group Testimony 2:56 6 0 0

23-Oct-13 Coconut Creek workshop 3:10 77 6 17

30-Oct-13 Lakeland workshop 2:43 59 4 7

4-Nov-13 Tallahassee committee meeting 1:59 13 1 0

14-Nov-13 Pensacola workshop 2:12 36 4 10

15-Nov-13 Jacksonville workshop 2:18 49 4 6

Workshop records are accessible from Gaming Committee webpage 
http://www.flsenate.gov/committees/show/gm

Handouts and comments submitted at workshops are included in meeting packets



Topic Responses

01—Economic impacts 75

02—Destination casino resorts 29

03—Gambling and crime 22

04—Community impacts 42

05—Family and social impacts 27

06—Racinos and pari-mutuels 36

07—Cardrooms 9

08—Online poker 45

09—Compulsive gambling 10

10—Animal welfare or decoupling 1,311

11—Internet cafes or adult arcades 39

12—Family arcades 2

13—Other topics 8

14—Multiple topics addressed by same respondent 31

Comments submitted 
online (1,686) were 
categorized by topic

and compiled in a report

http://www.flsenate.gov/PublishedContent/Committees/2012-

2014/GM/Links/20131206_GM_Comments_Online.pdf



Comments submitted by via mail or email
were compiled in a separate report.

http://www.flsenate.gov/PublishedContent/Committees/2012-

2014/GM/Links/20131206_GM_Comments_OtherThanOnline.pdf



http://www.leg.state.fl.us/gamingstudy/docs/FGIS_Spectrum_28Oct2013.pdf

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/GamingStudy/docs/FGIS_Spectrum_28Oct2013.pdf



When name listed in white please come forward to “on-deck” seating
1. Fred Guzman (Daytona Beach Kennel Club, Daytona Beach)

2. Jack Cory (Florida Greyhound Association, Tallahassee)

3. Beverly Sebastian (National Greyhound Foundation Inc., Homosassa)

4. Michael McDaniel (Department Adjutant, American Legion of Florida, Clermont)

5. Arthur Schwabe (Department Commander, American Legion of Florida, Orlando)

6. Michael Yormark (Sunrise Sports & Entertainment, Sunrise)

7. Robert Boughner (Boyd Gaming, Las Vegas, NV)

8. Terry Terril (It’s About Gambling, Land O’ Lakes)

9. Jack Skelding (Tallahassee)

10. Kate MacFall (Florida State Director for Humane Society of the U.S., Tallahassee)

11. Senator Steve Geller (Fort Lauderdale)





Michael R. Yormark
President and CEO

Sunrise Sports & Entertainment
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Proposed 
Development

Sawgrass Mills

BB&T 
Center
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Bob Boughner
Executive Vice President 

Chief Business Development Officer

Boyd Gaming
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Our agreement with Sunrise Sports and Entertainment 
represents a creative partnership that will serve as a 

catalyst for sensible growth in an ideal location in 
Broward County.

Adjacent to two attractions that already draw 
substantial visitor volumes, the site provides easy 

access to several major traffic corridors. 
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Las Vegas

• Sam's Town Hotel and 
Gambling Hall

• Suncoast Hotel and 
Casino

• The Orleans Hotel and 
Casino

• Gold Coast Hotel and 
Casino

• Jokers Wild Casino

• Eldorado Casino 

• California Hotel and 
Casino

• Fremont Hotel and 
Casino

• Main Street Station 
Casino Brewery Hotel

Blue Chip Casino Hotel Spa

Par-A-Dice Hotel Casino 

Delta Downs Racetrack 
Casino Hotel Treasure Chest Casino

IP Casino Resort Spa

Sam’s Town Hotel and Casino Shreveport

Sam’s Town Hotel and Gambling Hall Tunica

Borgata Hotel 
Casino and Spa

Kansas Star

Diamond Jo Worth
Diamond Jo Dubuque

Evangeline Downs

Amelia Belle

21

Strategically and Geographically Diverse



William S. Boyd 
Founder and Executive
Chairman of the Board 

Keith E. Smith 
President and 

Chief Executive Officer 

Marianne Johnson 
Vice Chairman of the Board, 

Executive Vice President 
and Chief Diversity Officer



Our Guiding Principles
For Development



Complement the Surrounding Canvas
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Thoughtfully Integrate with the Community
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Thoughtfully Integrate with the Community
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Upscale
Condominium

Upscale 
Residential

Upscale 
Residential

Retail

Upscale 
Residential

Residential

Suncoast



Minimize Development Impact 

61

Proposed 
Development

Sawgrass Mills

BB&T 
Center



Minimize Development Impact 
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A Proven Commitment to Sustainable Practices
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Promoting Economic Growth

• New Jobs 

• Substantial tax 
revenue

• Stimulate business 
growth

• Promote regional 
tourism
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Supporting Our Communities



















































































































 
 
 

SENATOR JACK LATVALA 
20th District 

THE FLORIDA SENATE 
 

Tallahassee, Florida  32399-1100 
 

 
COMMITTEES: 
Ethics and Elections, Chair 
Budget - Subcommittee on General Government 
   Appropriations 
Budget - Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, 
   and Economic Development Appropriations 
Community  Affairs 
Environmental Preservation and Conservation 
Rules 
Judiciary 
Appropriations 
Select Committee on Gaming 
 

 

 
 REPLY TO: 
   26133 U.S. Highway 19 North, Suite 201 Clearwater, FL 33763 (727) 793-2797 
   408 Senate Office Building, 404 South Monroe Street, Tallahassee, Florida 32399-1100  (850) 487-5020 
 

Senate’s Website:  www.flsenate.gov 
 
 

 Don Gaetz Garrett Richter 
 President of the Senate President Pro Tempore 
 

 
December 9, 2013 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Garrett Richter, Chairman 
Senate Committee on Gaming 
103 Senate Office Building 
404 S. Monroe Street 
Tallahassee, FL 32399-1100 
 
Dear Chairman Richter: 
 
I respectfully request to be excused from the meeting of the Committee on Gaming which is 
scheduled for Monday, December 9, 2013.  I’m speaking to constituents at a conference Monday 
afternoon. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Jack Latvala 
State Senator 
District 20 
 
 
Cc: John Guthrie, Staff Director 
Lynn Koon, Administrative Assistant 



CourtSmart Tag Report 
 
Room: EL 110 Case:  Type:  
Caption: Senate Gaming Committee Judge:  
 
Started: 12/9/2013 1:06:26 PM 
Ends: 12/9/2013 2:42:53 PM Length: 01:36:28 
 
1:06:27 PM Recording Resumed 
1:06:27 PM call to order 
1:06:28 PM Recording Paused 
1:07:11 PM Chairman's comments 
1:12:12 PM John Guthrie, Staff Director, for comments 
1:14:32 PM Recap of previous workshops and results from those meetings 
1:19:08 PM Chair Richter further comments 
1:19:51 PM We will move to public testimony 
1:20:05 PM Fred Guzman, Daytona Beach Kennel Club 
1:23:52 PM Jacky Cory, Florida Greyhound Association 
1:28:18 PM Beverly Sebastian, National Greyhound Foundation Inc., Homosassa 
1:35:49 PM Chairman for comments 
1:36:09 PM Michael McDaniel, American Legion of Florida, Clermont 
1:39:19 PM Chair comments, Senator Sachs for a question 
1:40:05 PM follow-up question 
1:41:03 PM Next, Arthur Schwabe, Department Commander, American Legion of Florida, Orlando 
1:42:17 PM Michael Yormark, CEO Florida Panthers 
1:48:34 PM Senator Sachs for a question 
1:50:09 PM Robert Boughner, Executive VP Boyd Gaming Coporation, Las Vegas, NV 
2:00:23 PM series of questions 
2:00:28 PM Senator Sachs for a question 
2:02:53 PM Senator Braynon for a question 
2:03:51 PM Senator Lee for a statement 
2:07:06 PM Follow-up question 
2:08:27 PM Senator Sachs for a question 
2:10:39 PM Senator Dean for a question 
2:12:27 PM Senator Margolis for a question 
2:13:51 PM Next, Terry Terril, Its about Gambling, Land O'lakes 
2:31:53 PM Jack Skelding, waives 
2:32:54 PM Kate McFall, Humane Society of the US 
2:36:28 PM Senator Steve Geller 
2:39:46 PM Chair Richter for final comments 
2:42:34 PM Meeting Adjourned 
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